Insertion of the Umbilical Vein in the right Auricle of the Heart. By Prof. Mende.?The child who formed the subject of this case died immediately after its birth, without any known cause. It did not show any anomalous appearance externally; but, the vessels having been injected, a remarkable anomaly was discovered in the disposition of the umbilical vessels. The umbilical vein, instead of dividing into two branches to traverse the liver, continued in the form of one trunk, and ascended over the convex surface of the right lobe of that organ to the right auricle of the heart, where it terminated before and above the mouth of the inferior cava. The heart appeared to be pulled down by this insertion of the umbilical vein; its base was much inclined towards the right and towards the sternum; its position was, consequently, more transverse than ordinary. A single umbilical artery arose from the abdominal aorta, at its bifurcation, between the primitive iliacs; it passed on the left side of the urinary bladder, and continued its course to the umbilicus. No The disease begins with shivering and trembling of the whole body, and intermittent chill, which latter, when present, may continue during twentyfour hours, but is followed by very little or no heat. There is no acute stitch felt, but pains in the heart precede the distinct attack for twenty-four hours* Sometimes the disease comes on suddenly. The patient has no cough : if in any instance cough occurs, it is entirely dry, neither mucus nor blood being expectorated. In the commencement the patient has the greatest anguish and the most agonizing pain, not in the chest generally, but immediately in the heart itself. The patient shrieks out, and is not quiet more than a second, repeating with great force the same word three or four times to express his most distressing sensations. He does not lie still an instant, but tosses himself about in bed like one half distracted, while his arms and head are in continued motion. The patient presses upon the region of the heart; and, if pressure be made by a by-stander, he impetuously demands that it shall be increased. The countenance is always extremely paie. The chest is elevated, and the head, which is in perpetual motion, is thrown more backwards. The face and hands are quite cold. Before each necessary bleeding, the pulse is through* out not to be felt. The patient feels every movement of the heart, and even complains of its painful throbbing; yet, when the physician applies his hand to the chest, he cannot discover the least irregularity. The stronger the pulsation of the heart is, the greater is the pain felt in the organ: it seems to the patient to strike upon a wounded spot. He is nauseated, but does not vomit; the greater his thirst is, so much the more does he refuse to drink, even when a glass of water is held to his mouth. He is very loquacious, even when otherwise naturally silent: we might also say physically, what the Scriptures assert morally, that "out of the fulness of the heart the mouth speaketh." Fainting and delirium are not uncommon.
A copious bleeding is followed by so great an alleviation of anguish and pain, which lasts for several hours, that the patient thinks himself quite cured. But the symptoms suddenly return again after the cessation. The anguish and pain is increased by warm applications to the chest, and the patient throws them off. If the treatment be neglected, or improper, the patient dies either in consequence of polypous formations on the internal or external surface of the heart, as well as on the internal surface of the pericardium, or with adhesions of the heart to this membrane, and effusions of pus or water into the cavity of the pericardium.
In " On one occasion, (says the author,) when I was about to operate on a woman for strangulated hernia, the husband, a stout robust man, on account of anxiety for his wife, was suddenly seized with nausea and slight vomiting, followed by excruciating pain in the region of the stomach, and the other symptoms of violent spasm. A bladder containing pounded ice, which had been applied to the hernia, was laid over the epigastrium, and with the happiest effects; for in less than five minutes the pain was removed. This application is much recommended by M. Barras in neuralgia of the stomach; but I have had no other opportunity of trying its efficacy." When the attack is produced by the introduction into the stomach of some morbid irritant, the speediest relief will be obtained by the exhibition of an emetic.
" I have in two cases seen the most marked advantage from venesection; and that when, from the aspect of the patients, the cold clammy state of the skin, and the feebleness of the pulse, the reverse of this treatment seemed to be indicated."
When the recurrence of this disease is connected with functional derangement of the stomach, much benefit is found from 3mall do3es of quina, but especially from the use of the subnitrate of bismuth. When the attack is excited by depraved intestinal secretions, or by constipation, which frequently happens, more benefit is to be derived from mild laxatives and alteratives, than from strong or drastic purges. The diet should, of course, be strictly attended to, and such articles selected as are light and of easy digestion; for, when the stomach is much stimulated, either by the quantity or quality of the food, spasmodic excitement, more or less powerful, is not unfrequently produced,?Glasgow Med. Journal. 
SURGERY.
Pannus successfully excised. By Professor Graefe.?A man, aged fortyfive years, blind of both eyes, in consequence of the whole of the conjunctiva of the cornea and sclerotica of both eyes being changed into a vascular thick membrane, having been treated, without benefit, by partial excisions and topical applications, Professor Graefe resolved to excise it. Accordingly, having raised this membrane, near the cornea, with forceps, it was dissected with scissors from half the cornea of each eye. As soon as the inflammation produced by this operation had disappeared, the membrane was excised from the other half of the cornea. Some days after, the rest of the membrane was removed in the same way. Vision was restored, and the patient was entirely cured by solution of opium, applied to the eye with a brush.
M. Graefe cites this case to show, that the excision of this description of pannus is not effectual, unless performed part at a time, and at periods sufficiently near^to prevent the membrane being reproduced, and with the pre- He has never given it to a woman in labour, excepting when the pains were trifling and ineffectual; nor then, until he had satisfacto* lily ascertained that the head was well situated, the pelvis of good dimensions, the os uteri thoroughly dilated, and the external parts in a soft and yielding condition. In several instances he was compelled to use the forceps after the complete failure of the medicine; and, when it succeeded, the children were stillborn in a proportion which shocked his feelings. 
